
 

 
 

“My will delights in the Lord, I will meditate on His will day and night. I am like a tree planted by streams of water, 
which yields its fruit in season, whose leaf does not wither, whatever I do prospers.” Psalm 1:2-3 
 

     A few weeks ago we were asked to pray through the Psalms, written words created in song praising and 

worshipping God.  This is the same God we worship today and the almighty power that gave Christ to be our 

Savior.  As we walk through the next few weeks, I hope you will continue to look at the Psalms.  Yesterday I 

awoke with these thoughts and words on my heart.  First a memory of this homeless shelter I visited many years 

ago and then words of wisdom from a lady whose name I cannot remember.   

     In downtown Minneapolis there were two large buildings that housed homeless men.  As a church we traveled 

north two hours to help feed these masses and hand out socks (a basic necessity for dry and warm feet).  I listened 

to their stories and prayed with men both young and old.  These souls entered the shelter at 6 pm every evening 

for a meal and a good night’s rest and in the morning, at 6 am, they had to leave.  They had to find work or other 

shelter during the day.  For months, maybe years after, I would think about them when the snow was falling 

swiftly, piling up to the point no one could leave the house; I remembered their situation and shivered at the 

thought of their demise.  It was on that same trip that we met this woman who said something I will always 

remember.  During the day she worked with families offering assorted services for the marginalized moms and 

their children.  Then in the evening after dark she would then take pots of hot soup to feed the homeless who lived 

under the bridges in this big city.  Two things stand out from that visit with her.  She wasn’t afraid of the danger 

that lurked beneath those bridges late at night and she told us we should all read the Psalms.  She said we should 

know at least one verse from each of the 150 Psalms.  I have favorite Psalms, I have memorized a Psalm or three, 

but I have never taken a closer look at each one of them until yesterday.  As we move into spring I encourage you 

to let your devotions include reading all the Psalms.  It might be as simple as underlining the verse(s) or 

memorizing them while coloring, drawing, doodling, crafting, or creating with your hands something from wood 

or clay.  Maybe you like to walk, run, clean, bake, cook, sing, play sports or music.  Whatever it takes to calm 

you and allow a verse or two infiltrate your heart.  Make it personal so that the next time you look to God in 

wonder and hope, these words of hope and joy will flow easily from your heart through your lips to the ears of 

anyone listening.  Remember it will always be Easter for us.  The Lord has risen and will continue to be the Light 

in our lives through any and every thing we encounter including these days of separation and safety.  Jesus walked 

the wilderness before and will guide us through these days of apprehension.  God bless you. Be safe, be well, be 

still and know God.  Let the Psalms ring out loud and clear! 
 

“I will proclaim the Lord’s decree; He said to me you are My daughter and today I have become your Father. 

Ask of Me and I will make the nations your inheritance, the ends of the earth your possession.” Psalm 2:7-8  
 

Pastor Cheri 
Above is a picture of the forsythia in bloom outside the church and the cutest little baby goats romping in the 

pasture down the street. Thought you’d enjoy seeing the signs of spring.  

Love and miss you all.  Keep in touch.  
 

 



A PASTORAL LETTER FROM BISHOP DUNLOP ON COVID-19 
 

  

 
 

March 19, 2020 
Joseph, Guardian of Jesus 
  
Dear Siblings in Christ, 
  
I want to express heartfelt thanks to all our leaders, both lay and rostered, working diligently under difficult 
conditions. You are maintaining ministry and caring for God’s people in so many ways: feeding the hungry with 
take-out meals, organizing care for the vulnerable, restricting in-person gatherings, meeting electronically, 
using digital technology to provide worship and faith formation, and so much more. It is a blessing to witness 
how we are being church in extraordinary times. Thank you! 
  
Complying with our governor’s mandate that non-essential businesses remain closed, I am extending until 
March 31 the recommendation that our congregations suspend in-person worship and meetings. Synod 
lawyers have advised us that churches are non-essential businesses and would be in violation of the mandate 
to hold worship.  
  
As for Holy Week in April, we will continue to monitor developments locally and nationally, and I will make a 
recommendation next week. Because this crisis is unfolding hour-by-hour and day-by-day, it would be wise for 
congregations to start contingency planning in the event there are no Holy Week or Easter services.  
  
We need to remain creative and flexible during this crisis and make plans to keep everyone safe. In that spirit, 
we have decided to gather virtually for the Renewal of Vows service on April 7 instead of a traditional in-person 
worship service. (Watch for details next week.) 
  
In an abundance of caution, and not knowing how long this COVID-19 crisis will last, the “Days of 
Edification” that were to be held on May 16 and 30 are cancelled. As of now, Synod Assembly will take 
place on June 6 at Messiah College as planned. Synod Council will make its recommendation regarding 
Synod Assembly at its meeting on April 18. Please watch for announcements. 
  
Keeping God’s people safe means we may have to take extraordinary measures that run counter to our 
instincts to serve the most vulnerable. I recommend that ministers suspend in-person visitation, especially of 
shut-ins, the ill and other at-risk populations. 
  
At the same time, we may serve our neighbors in new and creative ways. Some congregations have organized 
volunteers to run errands – such as to the pharmacy or grocery store – for their aging or vulnerable members 
who may not feel comfortable leaving home. It’s a great idea! 
  
We are wise to remember that many of our neighbors may be laid off or furloughed without pay during this 
crisis. As a result, it’s important to be especially generous in supporting our local food pantries. 
  
Similarly, please be generous and consistent in congregational giving, and encourage others to do so as well. 
A congregation’s payroll, mortgage and utility bills continue despite COVID-19, so regular offerings are crucial. 
If your congregation does not have an online giving option, this crisis presents a good reason to start. (Note:  
Trinity Lutheran Church Colebrook already provides this option through VANCO.  See information from Craig 
Korte following in this newsletter.) 
  



 
 
 
 
A number of faithful ministers have inquired about Eucharist and how the Lord’s Supper may be celebrated 
during live-streamed worship. The ELCA offers this guidance: 
  
In cases of virtual worship gatherings, the sacrament of Holy Communion is not to be celebrated. “The Use of 
the Means of Grace” reminds us that Holy Communion takes place in the assembly (Principle 39). Even in 
times when a community cannot gather to share the sacrament, Jesus shows up, and we are still part of the 
body of Christ. Consider how to honor the body of Christ in your virtual community. 
  
Moreover, while Article IX of the Augsburg Confession states that baptism is necessary for salvation, Article X 
does not make that claim for the Eucharist. The church allows for emergency baptism under extenuating 
circumstances, but not “emergency” Eucharist. In the history of the church, it was not uncommon to fast from 
Holy Communion during Lent. This could be a helpful precedent in this COVID-19 crisis. The COVID-19 crisis 
should not be an excuse to throw out our Eucharistic theology. (One of our church’s eminent Luther scholars, 
the Rev. Dr. Timothy Wengert, has explored this issue thoroughly in an essay he wrote this week. Click here to 
read his thoughts.)  
  
Lastly, I would ask that you be sure to care for yourself in the midst of this crisis. Please give yourself time to 
rest and rejuvenate, as well as time “unplugged” from phone, computer and other devices.  
  
And please remember that I, as your bishop, and our entire synod staff are holding you in prayer as you 
continue to do God’s work in this difficult time.  
  
Yours in Christ, 
 

 
†James S. Dunlop, Bishop 
Lower Susquehanna Synod, ELCA  
www.lss-elca.org 
717-652-1852 

900 S. Arlington Ave. Suite 220B 

Harrisburg, PA 17109 
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Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church of Colebrook 
Reverend Cheryl A. Korte, Pastor 

 

Office Phone:  717.665.6670  Email Address:  cheri.korte@hotmail.com 
Cell Phone:  717.606.8851   Website:  Trinitylutherancolebrook.org 

 

Follow on Twitter @cherikorte 
 

“Like” us on Facebook 
 

 
 

 
 

All church services and activities are CANCELLED until March 28th, in an abundance of caution involving the COVID-
19 Virus.  We recognize that events are moving quickly and we are prepared to take all measures necessary to do 
our part in limiting its spread.  As the virus carries on and we all hunker down, we will continue to be in touch with 
our members via email, our website and by USPS mail for those who do not have internet access. 
 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES 
Pastor Cheri will be using YouTube for members and friends to view her Sunday messages.  Look for her emails giving a 
link to view them.  
 

If you do not have internet access, Pastor’s messages will be printed and mailed to your homes.  They will be as timely as 
possible but lags may occur due to the mailing process. 
 

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER WORSHIP SERVICES 
As Holy Week approaches, we will monitor the situation. In the event we are still in confinement there will be services 
on YouTube and letters of love sent out.  When we do return to worship there will be a beautiful and bright celebration 
of the resurrection of our Lord and Savior.  We will adorn the altar with Easter flowers “in memory of” and “in honor of” 
at this time. 
 

If you cannot access these electronically and/or prefer a paper copy of the services, please call Pastor Cheri.  

 

FRIDAY PRAYER SERVICES 
Since we cannot gather for our Friday 10:00 am prayer service I ask for virtual prayers.  “How can I pray for you today?”  
– Pastor Cheri 

 

FINANCIAL CONCERNS 

FROM:  Jeff Keener, Finance Committee Chair and Council President 
 

Last October, I gave the Sunday morning message on Stewardship. As part of the message, I talked about putting aside 
offerings when worship was missed. Well, if there was a time to put that into practice, it is now. So far, we have missed 
two Sundays of worship, with more most likely to follow. I would ask that you mail your offerings to the church. Even 
though we are not there, expenses go on. The church’s address is 58 Church Road, Manheim, PA 17545          
 
FROM:  Craig Korte, Treasurer 
 

VANCO is another way of helping members in a variety of ways:  the ease of the program, its consistency and its 
confidentiality.  If you would like to enroll for automated giving, you will find an attached authorization form to this 
Tidings.  Please feel free to contact me with any questions. 
 
FROM:  Audra Spang, Financial Secretary 
Though we are not physically at church right now, TLC is still our church and has needs and depends on weekly 
contributions to help sustain the church. One option is to use your online banking options where your bank will send a 
check directly to the church from your account therefore reducing the need for you to write a check and mail it.  

mailto:cheri.korte@hotmail.com


 

 

PRAYER SHAWL AND QUILT MINISTRY 

Is still scheduled to meet on Sunday, April 26.  Marie Martin will call all members if there is a change. 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL & COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

For now – during the COVID-19 crisis – if you have an idea or concern, please let one of us know how we can help.  We 
are gathering on ZOOM.  All are welcome. 
 

 
 
 

Bill Calhoon, Pennie Freet, Wendy Hammer (Vice President), Dan Hardy (Secretary), Jeff Keener 
(President), Rich Scanlon, Earl Smith, Tim Yeingst and Jessica Writer 
Council Meets the First Sunday of the Month 

 
Finance Committee: 

Dan Hardy, Jeff Keener (Chair), Craig Korte (Treasurer), Audra Spang (Financial Secretary), Brad Yeingst, Bob Yeingst 
 

Christian Education Committee (Adult, Youth & Children’s Education, VBS & Field Trips): 
Dan Hardy, Heather Kimmel, Audra Spang, Sandy Walborn 

Meet Every Other Month 
 

Property Committee: 
Bob Hammer, Dan Hardy, Rick Fox, Greg Kulp, Steve Miller, Brad Yeingst 

Meet as Needed 
 

Social Outreach Committee (Evangelism, Fellowship, Social Ministry, WELCA): 
Bill Calhoon, Diane Carroll, Wendy Hammer, Dan Hardy, Marie Martin 

Meet Every Other Month 
 

Worship and Music Committee (Plan Liturgy, Music and Worship Setting): 
Joe Buchmoyer, Dan Hardy, Karen Miller, Sandy Walborn 

Meet Quarterly 
  

 

 
 

ZOOM is a well-known and safe app and wonderful for group gatherings.  Contact Pastor Cheri if 
you’d like to be on the invite and for guidance if you are unable to connect through Zoom.   

 
 

 

HELP FEED THE HUNGRY 
 

Please consider throwing some loose coins and dollars in the Lenten Feed 
the World box you may have taken home with you.  Or create your own fun 
jar or box for you and the kids to collect change. 
 
 



WE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS 
 

Sue Baney; Doris Bucks; Gretchen Burford; Ben & Wendy Chicoria; Carolyn Fritz; Carol 
Gingrich; Pauline Greiner; Nancy Haas; Remington Hardy; Amy Kreider; Betty Kreider; 
Denny Martin; Branson Martin; Alyssa Newell; Suzanne & William Rimmler; Doris Savage; 
Nikki Scolet; Mary Lois Smith; Damiean Thomas; Teresa Weidman; Gail 
 

Grieving – The Family of Dave Buffington (Husband of Heather and Friend to Many at TLC); 
The Family of Harold Ebright (Alma Stober’s Brother); The Family of Betty Griemm (Joe Writer’s Grandmother);  
The Family of Sally Goetz (Glenn Weaber’s Mother) 
Assisted and Skilled Care – Ellen Gepfer  
Others in Need – Kiwira Coal Mine Congregation 
First Responders – Abigail Romberger; Brad Yeingst; Dylan Yeingst; Tim Yeingst 
Military – Matthew Buchmoyer; Todd Campbell; Roger Daub; David Martin; Sawyer Mundorf; Townsend Mundorf; 
William Rimmler; David Walborn; Andrew Yeingst 
 
There are many people working including some of our own – Heather Fanus , Kristi Leedy, Tiffany Speraw and Angie 
Zentz who are working overtime, all health care, emergency services, food and agriculture, energy, water and sewage 
treatment, transportation, information technology, hazardous materials, financial services, chemical, and defense-
industrial sectors. 
 

To have the Prayer Chain activated for a family member or friend in need of our prayers, please contact: 
  

1.  Pastor Cheri at 717.606.8851 to begin the prayer chain. 
2.  If Pastor Cheri is not available, call Barbara Hardy. 
3.  If Barbara Hardy is not available, call any other person listed.  
Margaret Daub 717.964.3342 Lillian Minney 717.964.5032 
Barbara Hardy 717.867.1286 June Tschudy 717.964.3291 
Karen Miller 717.304.7012 Connie Weirich 717.665.6448 
    

 
 

 

 

Karen Miller (Apr 7); James Collins (Apr 8); Kristina Sweitzer (Apr 12); Pastor Cheri 
Korte & Tracy Monette (Apr 14); Bill Stober (Apr 22); Heather Kimmel (Apr 28); 
Anna Craig (Apr 29) 
 
 
 

Robert & Wendy Hammer (Apr 7); Jeffrey & Mary Keener (Apr 15); 
David & Sharon Albertson (Apr 18); Larry & Pennie Freet (Apr 19) 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The movie scheduled for Friday, April 17, has been cancelled.   
 

We will keep you updated.  Meanwhile enjoy great movies together with 
your families and friends – with whomever you are spending quality time.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Helping Babies Will Continue 
 

I think I can safely say we are all on edge and unsure of what we are going through 
right now, and pray that we will return to some normalcy, just not sure when that 
time will be. New parents in Appalachia and nearby will likely be in need even more, 
so we will keep the crib in place and when we all get to gather once again in God’s 
name at TLC, we will continue to collect. God Bless Everyone! – Wendy Hammer 
 

 
 

Plastic Lid Recycling 
 

Keep saving all those lids!  Dan Hardy is requesting 30-gallon trash cans (with lids) or 
55-gallon drums to hold our lids.  If you can help or have any questions please 
contact Dan. 
 

 

 
 

Adopt a friend… 
 
Mail, email, texting, phone calls.  Since we will be in isolation for a while, I’d like all of us to consider 
adopting a friend.  Look for our church directory being sent out on email.  PLEASE take a moment to adopt 
someone you do not know very well in addition to someone you do.  Reach out and touch their hearts, 
metaphorically walk alongside them throughout this pandemic.  
We all can do our part.   
 
Thank you so much.  
Pastor Cheri 
  

 

Food For The Hungry 
In this time of social distancing we still want to remember the less fortunate.  Food items with long shelf life such as 
pasta, canned meat, peanut butter, crackers, canned soups and fruits etc. will go a long way.  If you have that loaf of 

bread in the freezer, bring that too.   
Let’s bring in as many items as we can afford on the first Sunday of the month.  

April 5 is Palm Sunday but since we probably will not gather please drop off at church between now and April 6th. 
What a great way to enter into Holy Week knowing we have done our small part in feeding America. Thank you so much 

and God bless you. Whatever you do be safe, be well, be still and know God is in all walks of life and in the smallest of 
details. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

COMMUNITY AID BIN 
 

if you’re bored or restless, clean out your closets and bring things you no longer use 
to the bin, or store in your garage until we are all up and running again.  
 

 

 

 

CARING & SHARING 
 

(Shared by Connie Weirich) 
 

EASTER 
By Ruby Grace 

 

E Is for Evening, He hung on the tree. 
Suffering and dying for you and me. 

  

A A crown of thorns He did wear, 
(With Him) Heaven, we might share. 

  

S Is for Savior, a life perfect and sweet, 
While many betrayed Him, Mary sat at His feet. 

  

T Is for our Tree, on Golgotha’s Hill, 
Our Savior nailed there, His mission to fill. 

  

E Eternal life, He wants us to share, 
With nails in His hands, He prayed for us there. 

  

R Is for Risen, our Savior, our King, 
Let’s join with the Angels and joyfully sing 

  

Christ died for our sins, from earth went away, 
He’s risen – He liveth, our Savior today. 

 
 

 

TIDINGS INFORMATION & ARTICLES 
 

May Tidings Deadline – Sunday, April 19 
 

Items can be emailed to grannycalhoon@gmail.com.  Sent to me at PO Box 125, Westwood 2J, 
Cornwall, PA 17016-0125.  Or you can call at 717.450.5926. 
Thank you, Diane Calhoon 
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