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“...the Lord himself will give you the sign. Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She will give birth to a son
and will call him Immanuel (which means ‘God is with us’) Isaiah 7:14 NLT
I saw a short clip on this morning’s news about a 2 year old’s miraculous recovery from the recent Odessa, Texas
shooting which claimed 8 lives. This little girl, who was 17 months old at the time, and her twin brother,
innocently paraded around their family’s home during this interview as if nothing had happened. Such childlike
innocence slowly disappears as we mature into adulthood. A distant memory of sugar and spice, snails and puppy
dog tails, is overwhelmed by reality as society dictates we grow up. However, the parents of this little girl, though
they anticipate ongoing treatments, are not angry. Instead they are sad for those who have found themselves
cornered and feel as if there is no other way out.
Sin has always been part of this world where accidents happen, wars inflict unimaginable pain and people hurt
one another; just look at the story of Cain and Abel. Today pressure of responsibilities can cloud our judgment
and force us to make decisions that push out the pure love of Christ and cause us to forget the promise of His
perpetual presence. When something goes wrong, when we are abandoned, hurt, or depressed reason simply goes
out the window, but lashing out and harming one another is not inherent to our spirit. God’s love is a natural
thing. You see, we can live in hope midst this broken world. We can
be part of the solution by offering God’s grace to all people. We can
close the door to prejudice, hatred and arrogance and in its place open
our eyes and our arms to all people. This year as we prepare our
homes and hearts for Christmas celebration, let us hold closely the
promise of a living Savior born to ease our earthly pain and suffering.
When Mary and Joseph came to the little town of Bethlehem they had
to settle for meager accommodations as they placed their trust in God.
Enveloped by the Spirit of God they waited and then witnessed the
birth of the Holy Child. Angels, shepherds, and wise men came to
behold His glory. Before His amazing birth God was a voice, a Spirit, a
Fire, a Wind. Then God came in the flesh. Immanuel, God is with us! Rejoice in God’s promise to bring hope,
joy, peace and love in to this world as you carry this verse close to your heart, “The LORD your God is with you,
the Mighty Warrior who saves. He will take great delight in you; in His love He will no longer
rebuke you, but will rejoice over you with singing.” Zephaniah 3:17
I pray for each one a Christmas season filled with signs that the Christ Child is indeed with
us. Pastor Cheri

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church of Colebrook
Reverend Cheryl A. Korte, Pastor
Office Phone: 717.665.6670
Cell Phone: 717.606.8851

Email Address: cheri.korte@hotmail.com
Website: Trinitylutherancolebrook.org

Follow on Twitter @cherikorte

“Like” us on Facebook

ADVENT: A SEASON OF HOPE AND ANTICIPATION
We use this season to prepare our hearts for the good news of the birth of Christ. Throughout Advent, our schedules
get busier and busier and the hustle and bustle of Christmas shopping and decorating can distract is from the real
meaning of Christmas. Join us every Sunday in Advent as we prepare our hearts for Jesus’ birth.

First Sunday of Advent – December 1
The first Sunday of Advent represents HOPE or expectation of the
coming Messiah.

Second Sunday of Advent – December 8
In the second week of Advent, we take time to reflect on God’s
PEACE that He supplies to us without end in Jesus.

Third Sunday of Advent – December 15
The third week of Advent is about the JOY that is ours because
God has entered the world.

Fourth Sunday of Advent – December 22
In the fourth week of Advent, we celebrate the LOVE of God that is
demonstrated in the coming of Jesus into the world.

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE
Tuesday, December 24 at 7:00 PM
The Christ Candle is lit representing the life of Jesus Christ
that has come to light the world. It represents purity.
The Christmas story and carols with communion.
Offering is given to Trinity family(ies) in need.

ORDER POINSETTIAS FOR CHRISTMAS
Poinsettias are available for $7.00 each. Envelopes are available in the Narthex. Please
use one envelope for each request and remember to mark “in memory of” or “in honor
of.” Please return envelopes in the offering plate.
Poinsettias can be taken home after the Christmas Eve worship service.
Deadline to order is Tuesday, December 17.

Sunday, December 8
Immediately Following the Worship Service
Adoption of the 2020 Budget – Election of Council Members
All Confirmed Members Are Encouraged to Attend
Bill Calhoon (President), Heather Fanus, Jessica Granthon, Wendy Hammer, Dan Hardy, Jeff Keener
(Vice President), Pastor Cheri Korte, Shaina Kulp (Secretary), Earl Smith and Tim Yeingst
Financial Officers: Audra Cuthie, Financial Secretary & Craig Korte, Treasurer

Winter weather is upon us much too early. Should worship be cancelled due to
inclement weather, don’t let your weekly support stay home as well.
VANCO solutions helps our members in a variety of ways. People love the ease
of the program, its consistency and its confidentiality. Enrolled Trinity members
find the convenience of automated giving fits nicely with their busy lifestyles.
Sign up with your Treasurer anytime. All that’s required is your willingness, a cancelled check, a start date and an
amount. You can elect weekly or monthly withdrawals.
Thank you in advance, Craig Korte, Treasurer

FREE!
The Grinch
Friday, December 13
6:00 pm
Walking Tacos  Refreshments  Popcorn
 Christmas Cookies  Candy
Movie Poster, DVD & Wonderful Baskets Giveaways

From Michael Youse, Executive Director, Lutheran Camping Corp of Central PA
Thank you so very much for helping to make the 2019 Quilt and Craft Auction a great success! One
reason for the event’s success was the many fine items donated to be purchased in the silent craft
auction. Your donation of the filled crock pot was greatly appreciated. This year’s auction raised over
$14,000 for the Endowment Fund. Growing the Endowment Fund will help sustain the LCC’s
ministries so that many future campers can experience our joyful and faith-building outdoor ministry.
Again, thank you for being part of the 2019 Quilt and Craft Auction and for your generous donation.

SAMARITAN’S PURSE CHRISTMAS CHILD
44 Christmas Child shoeboxes were filled to bring joy for children across the world.

MITTEN TREE PROJECT
Check out the Mitten Tree to help a family in Lebanon County this Christmas whose child
or children attend an IU 13 Early Education class.
Take a mitten or two off the tree listing the needs and wishes of each family member.
Return a WRAPPED gift with the mitten attached!
Thank you all for your generosity and may God Bless you!

ADOPT A FAMILY
We will again be helping a family to make their Christmas a good one. Watch for
the Christmas gift giving ideas for a family the beginning of December and
remember to bring the gifts unwrapped and marked.

IT’S CHRISTMAS STOCKING TIME
The Christmas Stocking Project sponsored by the Department of Church Women of the PA
Council of Churches has begun. Stockings can be picked up in the narthex.

Include at least 5 items, consider travel size
Please use items listed so they are uniform and can be for men or women
NO Mouthwash, Glass Containers or Body Wash
 Toothpaste  Toothbrush  Comb  Deodorant  Chap Stick  Hand or Body Lotion
 Individual Kleenex Packages  Emory Boards (NO Nail Clippers)
Please return filled stockings by Sunday, December 1. Thank you for supporting this project.

HOME OF HOPE IN MANHEIM
Social Outreach would like to make you all aware of an outreach program that is going on in Manheim. It is the Home of
Hope and it is transitional housing along with mentoring and budget coaching for people experiencing homelessness in
our Manheim area.
It was set up to help a family get back up on their feet. The goal is to help the family find employment, give them
guidance as far as interviewing for jobs, working on a budget, guiding them in getting their life back on track, and
provide them with a nice safe home to live in while doing that. They have been able to help two families since the
opening of the home about 2 years ago and are presently getting the home ready for a new family.
Social Outreach was able to make a donation of $100 and provide them with some quilts when the home was getting
organized and pulled together. The home is in good shape as far as material things but like any home, it is always in need
of financial support. Come January watch for a “Giving Jar” to help the Home of Hope of Manheim.
Thank you for considering to donate to this outreach.

THOP (Trinity’s House of Pancakes)
To show their appreciation for the support of the Christian
Education program, the youth and adults prepared and served a
delicious pancake and sausage breakfast on Sunday, October 27.
Thank you, CE youth and adults, for being so
thoughtful and the work that went into this
treat for the congregation. It was a
wonderful Sunday starting with worship and
followed by a great breakfast and fellowship.
SOCIAL OUTREACH would like to extend an extra thank you to Christian Education for their pancake breakfast.
The extra pancakes and sausage were delivered to the Elizabethtown Senior Center and enjoyed for breakfast
and the extras were bagged and sent home to have a breakfast for the weekend. Thank you for sharing!

LEBANON LUTHERAN MISSION TRIP NEWS
VOLUNTEERING IS A WIN FOR THE RECEIVER AND A WIN FOR THE DOER
An Invitation for You to be Part of this Win Win Experience
LOCAL TRIP – June 16 to 19, 2020
Cost: Adults $25; Ages 14 to 18 free
Includes T-shirt and Friday evening meal

VOLUNTEER SITES Kirchenald, Wittel Farm, Union Canal,
Schaefferstown Historic Schaeffer Farm,
Lebanon/Lancaster Habitat for Humanity, W, TH, F,
Cumberland St, Lebanon, no one under 18 years
old at Habitat for Humanity sites

W VIRGINIA TRIP – JUNE 21 TO 27, 2020
Cost: $350 per person (We do fundraisers to offset
cost)
Habitat supplies, lodging, meals, transportation,
T-shirt
Lodging: Rhema Christian Center, Lewisburg, WV
Dorm style rooms with Posturpedic
mattresses

VOLUNTEER SITE
We will be working with Almost Heaven Habitat for
Humanity following a Partial Blitz Build. (A Partial Blitz
Build includes exterior walls, interior framing and roof
trusses.) No roof work or power saw usage for 14 to 17
year olds.

COMMITMENT FORMS WILL BE AVAILABLE JANUARY 10, 2020
For additional information, contact Bill Calhoon (see him at church, bcretired@gmail.com or 717.450.5926).

The Trinity prayer chain and email will be used to contact members if
church services need to be cancelled.
As always, everyone is encouraged to decide about safe travel on roads.

WE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS
Sue Baney; Doris Bucks; California Fire Victims; Wendy & Ben Chicoria; Faran
Clouser; Steve College; Lori Colwill; Cords Family; Ginny Evenson; Warren &
Carol Gingrich; Pauline Greiner; Denny Martin; Alyssa Newell; John Parker;
Doris Savage; Jaden Scott; Bill Stober; Kate Tretzie; Bob Wagner; Marissa
Grieving – The Family of Rosalie Korte (Craig Korte’s Mother);
The Family of Judy Fagor (Elwood Weaber’s Cousin)
Assisted and Skilled Care – Ellen Gepfer
Others in Need – Kiwira Coal Mine Congregation
First Responders – Abigail Romberger; Brad, Dylan & Tim Yeingst
Military – Matthew Buchmoyer; Todd Campbell; Roger Daub; David Martin; Sawyer Mundorf; Townsend Mundorf;
William Rimmler; Adam Thieroff; David Walborn; Luke Waltz
To have the Prayer Chain activated for a family member or friend in need of our prayers, please contact:
1. Pastor Cheri at 717.606.8851 to begin the prayer chain.
2. If Pastor Cheri is not available, call Barbara Hardy.
3. If Barbara Hardy is not available, call any other person listed.
Margaret Daub
717.964.3342
Lillian Minney
717.964.5032
Barbara Hardy
717.867.1286
June Tschudy
717.964.3291
Karen Miller
717.626.1461
Connie Weirich 717.665.6448

Lillian Minney (Dec 4); Mary Lois Smith (Dec 12);
Leonard Monette (Dec 15); Angela Lightner (Dec 18);
Brian McGeehan (Dec 19); Carol Gingrich (Dec 20);
Betsy Hoy (Dec 21); Rodney Rhoades (Dec 28);
Jill Brooks, Glenn Hoy & Gregory Zentz (Dec 30)

Rodney & Diane Carroll (Dec 11)

FRIDAY PRAYER SERVICE
A prayer service is held every Friday at 10:00 AM. Bring your concerns, thoughtful
support and may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ bring peace and healing to our
world.
Please Note: There will not be a prayer service on Friday, December 27.

DECEMBER WORSHIP TEAMS
Thank you for serving as a team member at Trinity Lutheran Church!
Volunteers are reminded to sign up on the monthly assignment sheets.
If there is a certain month you would prefer to serve, please let Barb
Buchmoyer know.

Sunday
December 1

Music Leader
Head usher
Head Usher
Acolyte
Communion Asst
Liturgist
Altar Care
Altar Care
Offering Counter
Offering Counter
Readers

Sunday
December 8

Sunday
December 15

Sunday
December 22

Tuesday
Sunday
December 24
December 29
7:00 PM
Shirley Keener
Joe Buchmoyer
Joe Buchmoyer
Joe Buchmoyer
Joe Buchmoyer
Helen Row
Wayne DeFelice
Brad Yeingst
Craig Korte
Craig Korte
Glenn Hoy
Joe Buchmoyer
Barbara Witmer
Tim Yeingst
Bob Hammer
Diane Carroll
Janet Hoy
Josh Buchmoyer
Bob Walborn
Katie Brooks
Victoria Brooks
Brad Yeingst
Wendy Hammer
Mary Stager
Brad Yeingst
Bill Calhoon
Greg Kulp
Wendy Hammer
Connie Weirich
Dan Hardy
Wendy Hammer
Dan Hardy
Pennie Freet
Connie Weirich
Marie Martin
Wendy Hammer
Diane Carroll
Margaret Daub
Connie Weirich
Lucrecia Hardy
Janet Hoy
Bob Hammer
Barb Buchmoyer
Barb Buchmoyer
Pennie Freet
Brad Yeingst
Brad Yeingst
Brad Yeingst
Brad Yeingst
Brad Yeingst
Brad Yeingst
Rick Fox
Rick Fox
Rick Fox
Rick Fox
Rick Fox
Rick Fox
The Lessons will be available in the Narthex. Feel free to pick a Lesson up as the Spirit moves you to be a reader.

A Christmas Prayer
- Robert Louis Stevenson

Loving Father, help us remember the birth of Jesus, that we may share in the song
of the angels, the gladness of the shepherds and the wisdom of the wise men.

Close the door of hate and open the door of love all over the world.
Let kindness come with every gift and good desires with every greeting.
Deliver us from evil by the blessing which Christ brings, and teach us to be merry with
clean hearts.

May the Christmas morning make us happy to be Thy children, and the Christmas
evening bring us to our beds with grateful thoughts, forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus’
sake.

Amen

Ellen Elizabeth Gepfer has been a member at Trinity for 76 years. She has 5 children,
13 grandchildren and 19 great grandchildren. Some of her favorite things to do are: cook, bake
and she even likes to do laundry. One thing you may not know about Ellen is that she is shy
(except around the pastor, she says). She has never worn anything but a skirt or dress and has
never gone barefoot. Ellen’s favorite Bible verse is John 11:35 “Jesus Wept” and her favorite
Hymn is The Old Rugged Cross. Ellen’s faith helps get her be available to others when they want
to talk. She gets along with everyone. When I asked her if her faith helps her with this she
replied “I know it does!” Someone who made a difference in her life was her husband Lloyd
who passed away when she was only 54 years old. A time when she felt God was present:
“Well this week, she said, she prayed all the way back to her apartment. She was dizzy from her
condition of vertigo and prayed she wouldn’t fall. She says she doesn’t even realize it when she
is praying but always grateful when she realized God has been there for her. A time God surprised Ellen: Her 90th birthday and
every birthday since. Ellen is 96 years old.
I love you Ellen for your faithfulness and trusting heart. You inspire me.

Sandra Carol Walborn has been a member at Trinity for 6 years. She is related to Bob
Walborn. Some of her favorite things to do are talk on the telephone, attend
grandchildren’s school and sporting events. Read daily devotions, novels, and read to
preschool kids (1,2,3 & 4 years). One thing you may not know about Sandy is she loves
pizza and glazed donuts! Her favorite Bible verse is John 12:34-35 “A new command I give
you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this everyone
will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” Her favorite Hymn is “When
Peace like a River, it is Well with My Soul.” Sandy’s faith helps her deal with worries,
guides her in daily activities, and face bad situations. Someone who made a difference in
her life are Elizabeth Del Santo (Nursing instructor) and Pastor (Bob) Walborn. A time
when she felt God was present when she was going through a divorce. A time God
surprised Sandy was when Visiting Nurses Association hired her.
Thank you, Sandy, may your faith be an inspiration to us all! I love pizza and glazed
donuts too! But we love you as Mary Poppins even more!

Robert J N Walborn has been a member at Trinity for 6 years. He is related to Sandy
Walborn. Some of his favorite things to do are travel, go to grandchildren’s sports events, teach
Sunday School, sing in the choir, eat foods of different cultures. One thing you may not know
about Bob is that he has visited many towns of Greece, Turkey and Israel mentioned in the Bible.
He has been inside the Kremlin. Bob was a section leader for the first group of Herald Trumpets
in the University of Pittsburgh Varsity Marching Band. His favorite Bible verses are John 3:16-17
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall
not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the
world, but to save the world through him.” Jeremiah 31:31-34 and Romans 8. His favorite Hymn
is “When Morning Guilds the Skies” Bob’s faith helps him all the time, in all experiences of life
when he remains open to the Spirit’s leading. Someone who made a difference in his life is his
kindergarten Sunday School teacher, and a German pastor who taught a Bible Study course at
Susquehanna University. A time when Bob felt God was present: was when he was making
vocation choices, dealt with medical issues and when he made pastoral visits and had no idea what he would say. A time God
surprised Bob is when God called him to the ordained ministry and when God called him to become a member of Trinity.
I continue to be surprised by your faithfulness, your knowledge and kindness Bob. Trinity is blessed by your and Sandy’s presence.

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church of Colebrook
58 Church Road
Manheim, PA 17545
Church Office Phone: 717.665.6670

DECEMBER
Sunday
1

Monday
2

FOOD BANK
SUNDAY

Tuesday
3

Wednesday
4

Lawn Turnpike Toll
Plaza Food Pick Up

7:00 pm
Choir Practice

Church Council Mtg
Following Church

Thursday
5
4:00-5:00 pm
Mission Trip Subs
& Sandwiches
Pick Up

Friday
6

Saturday
7

Lawn Turnpike
Toll Plaza Food
Pick Up
10:00 am
Prayer Service

Christmas
Stockings Due at
Church
First Sunday in
Advent

8

9

Congregational
Meeting Following
Church Service

10

11

Lawn Turnpike Toll
Plaza Food Pick Up

7:00 pm
Choir Practice

12

Lawn Turnpike Toll
Plaza Food Pick Up
6:00 pm
Dinner & Movie
– The Grinch

16

17

18

Lawn Turnpike Toll
Plaza Food Pick Up

1:00-3:00 pm
Prayer Shawl & Quilt
Ministry Mtg

19

20

21

10:00 am
Prayer Service

7:00 pm
Choir Practice

Last Day to Order
Poinsettias

TIDINGS
INFORMATION
DEADLINE

Day of Lutheran
Commemoration of
Katharina Von Bora
Luther

Third Sunday in
Advent

22

14

10:00 am
Prayer Service

Second Sunday in
Advent

15

13

Lawn Turnpike Toll
Plaza Food Pick Up

23

24

25

Lawn Turnpike Toll
Plaza Food Pick Up

26

27

28

NO 10:00 am
Prayer Service
Lawn Turnpike Toll
Plaza Food Pick Up

Fourth Sunday in
Advent

7:00 PM

29

30

31
Lawn Turnpike Toll
Plaza Food Pick Up

CHRISTMAS DAY

JANUARY 1

January Tidings Deadline
Sunday, December 15
Items can be put in Diane Calhoon’s mailbox or emailed to
grannycalhoon@gmail.com.

