November 2019

Trinity Tidings
“Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of the
heavens, and those who lead many to righteousness,
like the stars for ever and ever.” Daniel 12:3
Recently, I attended a Via de Cristo (VdC) weekend where dozens of people gathered to share God’s Grace.
In fact, Grace is the theme for these special weekends held once or twice a year. The newbies are called pilgrims
and those who were once pilgrims become the team. Every VdC weekend there are lots of eating (more like
grazing), intense study periods, laughter, team building, singing, more eating, more laughing and wonderful
prayer and worship times. The quiet and beautiful setting, surrounded by nature, embraces the community as
they enjoy various personalities while God’s abundant grace showers upon them. Anyone who comes away
from this “Journey in Faith” weekend (the name for our specific VdC), are blessed tenfold. The generosity and
unbiased love leave no room for pettiness. The team members’ prayer and support is unparalleled. It is called
Palanca, which is something a volunteer does when he or she prays and sacrifices precious time for a community
with the goal of attaining “the grace of conversion.” Don’t let the word conversion scare you. We could all
benefit from altering the way we live out God’s Grace! Conversion is nothing more than transformation and it
is impossible to walk away from this 72 hour experience without being transformed. I was truly inspired as a
pilgrim 3 years ago. But when I returned the following year as Spiritual Director I did so with some hesitancy
because I felt I did not have enough time to give it my all. If I did do this, I wanted to be able to give 100% and
so I found excuses to abstain. This year after much soul searching and prayer (I am guessing mostly by my
fellow teammates), I went enthusiastically and came away renewed, revitalized and enlightened. My time
invested was rewarded by the love and support I received from each of those who gathered in this small sacred
place. And to think it is always that way! I highly recommend taking the time to experience God’s amazing
grace! A VdC is waiting for you.
God offers His grace to everyone. We can do nothing to receive more or less of this grace, but God deserves
our full attention, and that, my friends, means accepting God’s unadulterated, unsolicited, undeserved grace and
then paying it forward. My absence at Trinity, the weekend I was at the VdC, gave others a chance to shine. My
heart breaks when so few bother to come and receive God’s grace through these happenings. Remember it is
not about me or you, it is about God. God waits for you to come to Him!... to worship Him!... in the most precious
of opportunities! Priceless time is put into preparing not only worship, but every gathering, event and activity
and it is all done by volunteers who appreciate your participation. Each one is a form of Palanca.
Nothing replaces true worship...where better place to do that than in your church. Ravi Zacharias, author,
speaker and founder of Ravi Zacharias International Ministries recalls a conference held on an island, where
everything was exquisite including the chapel. The story goes that while the people were worshipping inside,
the owner of that Conference Center stood on the outside watching them worship God. When he approached
Ravi, he told him he did not believe in God...before that day. But witnessing the people worship brought tears
to his eyes and a nudging at his heart urging him to seek out God. He wanted what they had. I often wonder if
our worship reflects such a display of rawness – a reverence that would move those who witness it. Does our
worship move others to tears? Could an unbeliever be so moved...by the grace of God...by our actions? Only
you can answer that. “Let us then, with confidence, draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy
and find grace to help in time of need” Hebrews 4:16 and “Let your light shine before others, that they may see
your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven” Matthew 5:16
Pastor Cheri

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church of Colebrook
Reverend Cheryl A. Korte, Pastor
Office Phone: 717.665.6670
Cell Phone: 717.606.8851

Email Address: cheri.korte@hotmail.com
Website: Trinitylutherancolebrook.org

Follow on Twitter @cherikorte

“Like” us on Facebook

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY
November 3
All Saints’ Day is November 1 every year, but it is celebrated on the first
Sunday in November. All Saints creates a space that embraces with honor
the multitudes of individuals among the beloved dead.
For Lutherans, All Saints resonates with the conviction that in Christ every
saint is a sinner and every sinner a saint, simul justus epeccator. Lutherans
especially remember on this feast that it is God’s grace, apart from our
works, that makes us saints. We find lasting rest only in the mercy of God.
(Benjamin Stewart, Living Lutheran, October 29, 2018)

Commemorating Pat Clare, Ann Miller and Larry Minney

THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE
Wednesday, November 27
7:00 PM
Giving thanks is an inherent part of worship, and the Thanksgiving Eve
worship service enables us to be especially deliberate and purposeful in
expressing our thanks to our Heavenly Father, who has provided us
with such abundance in our lives.

CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY
November 24
Christ the King Sunday, the last Sunday in November, is a feast day that
focuses on the authority of Christ. Created by a Pope less than 100 years
ago, it is also celebrated by Lutherans, Methodists and Presbyterians.
Pope Pius XI, in his 1925 papal encyclical Quas Primas, says that the
kingship of Christ is a bulwark against the “manifold evils in the world.”
He instituted the feast day of Christ the King, to remind Christians reeling
from the aftermath of World War I, that the central theme of Jesus’ teaching was the kingdom of God.
While the problems our world faces today differ from the particular events that inspired Pope Pius XI to establish this
feast in 1925, his message and call to honor Christ the King in a society that denies the authority of Our Lord is no less
pertinent now than it was then. In a fallen world corrupted by sin and lust for power, Christ proclaims a kingdom based
on love and mercy. Grace and truth flow freely, beyond the goodness of what any earthly kingdom can provide.

On Sunday, October 6, Jeff Keener delivered such an important, eloquent and inspiring
sermon that the Tidings is printing it in its entirety. This is in response from members
who heard it on October 6 and for those who will be reading it for the first time.

SERMON OF SUNDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2019
Delivered By Jeff Keener
Grace and peace to you from God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ, Amen. Today in my message there are two
things that I want to talk about - emphasize the importance of your offering and tell you what your offerings pay for.
On July 28, we had an outdoor worship service. Unfortunately, I was on vacation and missed the service. The
following Sunday on my return, I looked in the bulletin to see what the previous weeks offering was in comparison to
what is needed weekly to meet our budget. By the way, I hope you all look at this each week - it gives everyone an idea
where we stand with our offerings. I was alarmed to see that our July 28 offering was $462.00. I thought it was a
misprint, but it was not.
One of the things I want to talk about today is how important your weekly offering is. I’ll admit that I wrote and
rewrote this message so many times that I lost track. It is difficult to talk about money and offerings because it is such
a delicate subject. But it is so important.
We all know that the church is a unique institution. There are no dues paid to be a member. Regardless of what you
put in the offering plate, everyone has the same benefits. You receive the sacraments. Prayers can be said for you. You
can receive visits at home or in the hospital if you are ill. If the pastor can be of some help with a personal problem, she
is there - at no charge.
When we talk about money, it is usually for an appeal for a project that we have set a goal to reach. We have two of
these right now - the door on the stairway to the fellowship hall basement and buying a farm for a family in need. These
types of projects that we contribute to, always reach their goal (as I believe both have already done so). Do you know
why that is? Because you are all incredibly generous with your money - you see a need and you respond.
The other thing I want to talk about today is where our offering money goes. When it comes to weekly offerings,
where the money goes and what it pays for can be vague. How can we be expected to be generous with our weekly
offerings when we don’t know exactly what the money is going for? Well today, I’m going to tell you.
Let’s say you designate money for current (current expenses) on your offering envelope. What does that pay for?
The list is long and there are some things that you might not expect - so hold onto your seats: your offerings pay for the
pastor’s salary and benefits, bulletins, candles, music, copyright for that music and communion wine. Your offerings pay
for internet, internet domain listing, advertising, Christian education supplies, snow removal and mower repair. Your
offerings also pay for garbage removal, telephone, electric, fuel oil, LP gas, postage, and offering envelopes. Church
cleaning, church cleaning supplies, equipment repair, insurance, fire tax and copier contract are also included. Finally,
your offerings pay the elevator inspection, elevator license, cleaning both furnaces yearly, fire extinguisher inspection
congregational events and last but not least, our coffee after church. And this only pays for church - what about
outreach and benevolence?
Outreach - we give money to Konde Diocese/Kiwira Coal Mine Congregation. A good part of what we give to them
pays their pastor’s salary – imagine – doing this goes to the essence of what the church is about - giving to those that
we don’t know.

We pay 80% of our kid’s expense to go to church camp. This past summer, we sent 7 kids to church camp at a cost
of $2100.00. Camp has become so expensive, that some kids may not be able to go without the church’s help.
Our pastor has a discretionary fund available for her to give to someone in need immediately.
We pay for the free monthly movies that the community has come to enjoy. We also pay a copyright in order to
show these movies.
We assembled backpacks and had shipping to pay so they could arrive at their destination.
Benevolence: money paid to the synod - this supports Lutheran missionaries in 48 countries. It benefits 7 seminaries
and 26 colleges and universities. It finds pastors for churches in the call process. It supplies interim pastors. It helps to
start new churches. It offers continuing education for pastors.
So all of these programs are supported by our current offering. That is a lot that needs to be paid for. So you may ask
yourself - do we pay for all of that? Our little church pays for all of that? Yes we do. And do you know how? Again, it is
because you are all generous with your money. But it is getting harder to pay for all of these things. Costs are rising.
Periodically, we need to look at what we are giving. Each year, things that are bought and services go up in price
which I’m sure you know. We need to do what we can to keep up with rising costs.
A number of years ago, Dick Wren, a parishioner who has since passed away, called me aside after a budget approval
meeting. He said “you know Jeff; it sure is expensive being a Christian.” I think it was his way of saying that much is
needed to support the programs of the church.
Let’s talk about the importance of our offerings. If we look around, every material thing that the church owns is a
result of offerings. The organ, the piano, the chairs that the choir is seated on. From the deep fryer in the picnic building
to the dishwasher in the kitchen, it all comes from offerings.
So, now that you know what you know about what offerings pay for, how far does your offering go to pay for these
many expenses? Do you feel ok with what you are giving? If you struggle and are unsure of what an appropriate weekly
offering is for you, we need only look to the scriptures.
The tithe has been mentioned before from the old testament - 10% of your earnings. This can be easily explained you’ve gotten dimes, you put one in the offering plate and keep the other nine for yourself - that’s 10%. It doesn’t seem
like it’s that much. In 1st Corinthians 16, Paul says “every Sunday, each of you must put aside some money, in proportion
to what he has earned.” In proportion to what he has earned is the important part of the message. Then in Luke, Jesus
explains the principle of proportionate giving - “much is required from the person whom much is given. Much more is
required from the person whom much more is given.” So the question becomes, if not me, then who? If not you, then
who? If not us, then who?
The most important thing that you can do in being a member of this church is to attend worship regularly and support
the programs of the church. The second most important thing you can do in being a member of this church is establish
a weekly giving amount and stick to it. Set that amount aside every week so you can bring your offering with you on
weeks that you might miss. This is so important - your offering is missed when you are not here.
Finally, when we place our offerings in the plate each Sunday, no matter how small it may seem, we do so with
confidence that God may multiply our offerings and do great things with them. Amen

Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few.
Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.”
Matthew 9:37-38
The church needs everyone to help our ministries succeed. Please prayerfully
consider how you can help in the field of TLC ministry.
If you didn’t get a volunteer request sheet, please pick one up in the Narthex,
fill it out and return it in Pastor Cheri’s mailbox

Mark Your Calendars!
Sunday, December 8
after Worship

SPAGHETTI & MEATBALLS DINNER
Saturday, November 2
4:30 – 7:00 pm
Dinner will include “picnic” meatballs, garlic bread, applesauce, homemade
desserts and beverage. Donations for dinner will be accepted at the door.
We need your help in donating homemade desserts. Baked goods are
welcome!
Thank you for your help in attending and for your donations.

FREE!
Close Encounters
Friday, November 8
6:00 pm
Pulled Pork Sandwiches  Chips
 Refreshments
Movie Poster and DVD Giveaway

WE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS
Sharon Albertson; Sue Baney;Doris Bucks; Wendy & Ben Chicoria; Faran
Clouser; Joe Collins; Lori Colwill; Audra Cuthie; Ginny Evenson; Warren &
Carol Gingrich; Pauline Greiner; Janet Keener; Rosalie Korte; Steve Miller;
Alyssa Newell; Bill Stober; Bob Wagner; Marissa
Grieving – The Family of Joe Skok (Glenn & Janet Hoy’s Brother-In-Law)
Assisted and Skilled Care – Ellen Gepfer
Others in Need – Kiwira Coal Mine Congregation
First Responders – Abigail Romberger; Brad Yeingst; Dylan Yeingst; Tim
Yeingst
Military – Matthew Buchmoyer; Todd Campbell; Roger Daub; David Martin; Sawyer Mundorf; Townsend Mundorf;
William Rimmler; Adam Thieroff; David Walborn; Luke Waltz
To have the Prayer Chain activated for a family member or friend in need of our prayers, please contact:
1. Pastor Cheri at 717.606.8851 to begin the prayer chain.
2. If Pastor Cheri is not available, call Barbara Hardy.
3. If Barbara Hardy is not available, call any other person listed.
Margaret Daub
717.964.3342
Lillian Minney
717.964.5032
Barbara Hardy
717.867.1286
June Tschudy
717.964.3291
Karen Miller
717.626.1461
Connie Weirich 717.665.6448

Rick Fox & Shaina Kulp (Nov 1); Warren Gingrich
(Nov 2); Lilly Kimmel, Talon Speck & Martin Luther
(Nov 10); Dan Hardy (Nov 12); Connie Kelly (Nov 13);
Sally McGeehan (Nov 15); Audra Cuthie (Nov 18);
Douglas Kimmel (Nov 20); Merin Anderson (Nov 27)

Elwood & Terry Weaber (Nov 3)
Bradley & Beth Yeingst (Nov 7)

FRIDAY PRAYER SERVICE
A prayer service is held every Friday at 10:00 AM. Bring your concerns, thoughtful
support and may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ bring peace and healing to our
world.

Barbara Hardy has been a member at Trinity for 50 years.

She and her
husband Herm were taken in by Pastor Youse through an invitation by Carl
Keener to join. Barb is related to Dan and Lucrecia Hardy, Tom and Diane Haney,
Jessica Writer and Amelia Granthon, Kristina, Trenton and Skylee Sweitzer and
Keaira Haney who are also members of Trinity. Some of Barb’s favorite things to
do are play cards every Tuesday with other women, watch TV, play games on the
computer, write letters to family and friends, go to church and do some church
work at home. The one thing you may not know about Barbara is that she was
born and raised in Chicago. Her husband was just out of the Navy and his buddy
knew her girlfriend. Barb met Herm when she was 14, married him at 17 and
moved to Pennsylvania when she was 18. After Barb’s dad died in 1966, her
mother moved to PA in 1967 and put a mobile home on their property. Barb’s
favorite hymn is “How Great Thou Art.” Barb says her faith helps her live each
day knowing God is with her so she does not have to worry. Those who have made a difference in her life are her
husband and his sister Betty. Barb says she feels God present all the time. She thanks Him when He keeps her from
falling, when things go right, and when she thinks they are not going to she tells Him thank you. God always surprises
Barb; when she thinks something is not right and God comes through and shows her how it should have been done.
Barb, your walk with God is inspiring. Thank You.

Jessica (Granthon) Writer has been a member of Trinity for 41 years and is
related to Amelia Granthon, Barb, Dan and Lucrecia Hardy, Kristina Sweitzer and
family, Tom and Diane Haney. Some of her favorite things to do are spend time
with family, go camping, photography and spending time at the beach especially
Ocean City MD. Her favorite Bible verse is 1 Corinthians 13:4-8 and her favorite
hymns are "Amazing Grace," “How Great Thou Art,” and “Our God is An Awesome
God.” Jessie’s faith helps her live her life knowing that she will once again be
reunited with loved ones who have passed and knows that she will one day live
forever in Heaven with God. People who made a difference in her life are her
mom and dad (Dan and Lucrecia). They have always been there to catch her when
she falls and supported her when she could not support herself. A time when she
felt God present was after separating from her ex-husband, she knew God was
present when she met Joe. She felt like God brought them together when they
both needed someone. A time God surprised her is when He brought Joe and her together after both of them had been
in a difficult relationship.
Thanks, Jess, for sharing and congratulations on your marriage to Joe Writer.

NOVEMBER WORSHIP TEAMS
Thank you for serving as a team member at Trinity Lutheran Church!
Worship is enhanced with everyone’s participation.
Volunteers are reminded to sign up on the monthly assignment sheets. If there is a certain
month you would prefer to serve, please let Barb Buchmoyer know.

Music Leader
Head Usher
Head Usher
Acolyte
Communion Asst
Liturgist
Altar Care
Altar Care
Offering Counter
Offering Counter
Readers

Sunday
November 3
Joe Buchmoyer
Glenn Hoy
Janet Hoy

Sunday,
November 10
Acapella
Brad Yeingst
Tim Yeingst

Sunday,
November 17
Joe Buchmoyer
Rod Carroll
Diane Carroll

Sunday,
November 24
Praise Ensemble
Brad Yeingst
Tim Yeingst

Thanksgiving Eve
Wednesday,
November 27
Joe Buchmoyer
Greg Kulp
Mel Kulp

Brad Yeingst
Bill Calhoon
Bill Calhoon
Mary Stager
Dan Hardy
Dan Hardy
Connie Weirich
Wendy Hammer
Wendy Hammer
Dan Hardy
Lucrecia Hardy
Marie Martin
Heather Kimmel
Wendy Hammer
Heather Kimmel
Diane Carroll
Barb Buchmoyer
Mary Stager
Bob Hammer
Barb Buchmoyer
Jeff Keener
Jeff Keener
Jeff Keener
Jeff Keener
Jeff Keener
Bob Yeingst
Bob Yeingst
Bob Yeingst
Bob Yeingst
Bob Yeingst
The Lessons will be available in the Narthex. Feel free to pick a Lesson up as the Spirit moves you to be a
reader.

IT’S A BOY
Cohen Steven Miller was born on Friday, October 11. Congratulations and blessings to
parents Cole and Amanda Miller. Proud grandparents are Steve and Karen Miller. Helen
Row is Cohen’s great-grandmother – she’s the one in the picture with a smile from ear to
ear!
Made in your image, Lord, may this child know the joy of your love and the hope only you
can give. Amen

THANK YOU
I would like to express my gratitude for the gift given to me for being organist for over 50
years. Music has always been a big part of my life so it was a pleasure to be a part of it in
this church.
Blessings and thank you,
Shirley Keener

THE GIFT OF WARM BLANKETS
Thank you to everyone, of all ages, who tied knots in the
thousands, made cash donations and lent a helping hand
wherever you could. 49 beautiful blankets are what you
helped accomplish!
A special thank you to Marie Martin for her continued
faithfulness spearheading and organizing this project,
purchasing blanket kits throughout the year and cutting edges
to make it easy for the rest of us to do the tying. Marie and
her helpers saw this project through from the very beginning
to packing and delivery to the Lebanon Homeless Shelter.
Thank you also to Betty Lighty, who took home two blankets
every week to tie. (Betty was obviously a busy lady!)

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF
Trinity sent the following items to Lutheran World Relief: 83 personal care kits, 24 quilts, 150 school
kits and 12 fabric kits. The Social Outreach Committee is grateful for your awesome support.

CARING & SHARING
(Submitted by Betty Lighty)

FROM: THE DOG
Dear God: Is it on purpose our names are the same, only reversed?
Dear God: Why are there cars named after the mustang, the colt, the cougar, the stingray, the rabbit,
but not ONE named for a dog? How often do you see a cougar riding around?
Dear God: More meatballs, less spaghetti, please.
Dear God: Are there mailmen in heaven? If there are, will I have to apologize?
Dear God: When we get to heaven, can we sit on your couch? Or is it still the same old story?
Dear God: Let me give you a list of just some of the things I must remember to be a good dog –
the sofa is not a ‘face towel,’ the garbage collector is not stealing our stuff, I will not play tug-of-war with dad’s
underwear when he’s on the toilet, I will not come in from outside and immediately drag my butt.

Dear God: When I get to heaven, may I have my testicles back?

TIDINGS INFORMATION & ARTICLES
December Tidings Deadline
Sunday, November 17
Items can be put in Diane Calhoon’s mailbox or emailed to grannycalhoon@gmail.com.
Please remember to include your name with submissions

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church of Colebrook
58 Church Road
Manheim, PA 17545
Church Office Phone: 717.665.6670
www.trinitylutherancolebrook.org

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
1

Saturday
2

10:00 am
Prayer Service

Daylight Savings Ends
Sunday, November 3 at 2:00 am

Lawn Turnpike Toll
Plaza Food Pick Up

4:30 - 7 pm

3

4

5

6

7

8

7:00 pm
Finance Committee
Mtg

Lawn Turnpike Toll
Plaza Food Pick Up

7:00 pm
Choir Practice

6:45 pm
Worship & Music
Committee Mtg

10:00 am
Prayer Service
Lawn Turnpike Toll
Plaza Food Pick Up

FOOD BANK
SUNDAY

6:00 pm
Dinner & A
Movie –
Close Encounters

11:00 am
Adult Bible Study

10

12

13

11:00 am
Adult Bible Study

Lawn Turnpike Toll
Plaza Food Pick Up

7:00 pm
Choir Practice

Church Council Mtg
Following Church
(Note Date Change)

6:30 pm
Christian Education
Committee Mtg

17

9

11

18

11:00 am
Adult Bible Study

14

15

16

10:00 am
Prayer Service
Lawn Turnpike Toll
Plaza Food Pick Up

19

20

Lawn Turnpike Toll
Plaza Food Pick Up

7:00 pm
Choir Practice

26

27

21

22

23

Lawn Turnpike Toll
Plaza Food Pick Up

1:00-3:00 pm
Prayer Shawl & Quilt
Ministry Mtg
TIDINGS
INFORMATION
DEADLINE

24

25

Lawn Turnpike Toll
Plaza Food Pick Up

11:00 am
Adult Bible Study

7:00 pm
THANKSGIVING
EVE SERVICE

28

29
Lawn Turnpike Toll
Plaza Food Pick Up

30

