“If I may boast, I will boast of the things that show my weakness.”
2nd Corinthians 11:30
Once an enthusiastic Roman soldier, Paul persecuted Christians until his fervent heart switched sides. His
zealousness prepared him for his new mission in life! Sharing God’s love to the ends of the earth, Paul
already understood the penalties of preaching the gospel yet he never compared his suffering to that of
Christ Jesus. Though the source of the thorn in his flesh is unknown, we do know Paul suffered much: Five
times enduring thirty nine lashes, three times beaten, three times shipwrecked. He was in danger from
rivers, bandits, fellow Jews, Gentiles. He was in danger in the city, the country, at sea and from false
believers. Sometimes cold and naked, Paul went without food, water and sleep. He worked tirelessly
always under pressure of concern for all the churches” (2 Corinthians 11:24-28).
Paul pleaded with God to take away his affliction, mostly the thorn, but to no avail. It was, however, Paul’s
acceptance of such pain that became the turning point in his discipleship, ultimately, providing him pure
peace. Acknowledging our “thorns” in life, that which almost breaks us, may be the one thing that humbles
us and brings peace, though it contradicts everything we have ever learned. We live in a world where
humility is associated with weakness; where power and success is expected and the only thing about which
we dare to boast. I truly believe this is the underlying source of our pain. Paul accepted his weaknesses
and even the “thorn” because he knew God’s “grace is sufficient.” He knew God’s “power is made perfect
in [our] weakness” (12:9). One of the most ancient symbols in the world, the thorn represents pain as well
as a symbol of Christ's passion, as with the crown of thorns. If Jesus could endure this kind of crown surely
we can wear our thorns with dignity. His scars are the source of our restoration.
In the Netherlands, a group of fashion designers offer a “Golden Joinery” workshop. Inspired by
the Japanese technique Kintsugi, where broken porcelain is visibly repaired with gold,
participants collaborate in mending clothes in ways that highlight the mending work rather
than trying to mask it. Those who are invited bring “a dear but broken garment and mend it
with gold.” As they remake their clothes, the repair becomes ornamental, a “golden scar.”
Our Daily Bread, October 20, 2020
We fail, we fall, we rise and we try again. Don’t be ashamed, accentuate your weaknesses. Let God’s love
shine through your flaws. Let Christ mend your brokenness through redemption. Let His scars be a
reminder that the rips and tears; “the broken and weak places in our lives can become places where God’s
power and glory may shine. He holds us together, transforms us, and makes our weaknesses beautiful”
(Our Daily Bread). What if we highlighted our weaknesses, reflecting God’s work in us? What if we prayed
that God would repair us and that our scars would become golden for His glory? “Blessed is the one who
perseveres under trial because, having stood the test, that person will receive the crown of life that the Lord
has promised to those who love him” James 1:12.
Be still, be strong, and above all reflect the golden thread that repairs our brokenness.
Blessings, Pastor Cheri
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Don’t Forget
Set Your Clocks Back
Saturday Night, October 31

ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY – November 1
OUTDOOR WORSHIP SERVICE at 10:00 AM
Opportunities to light a candle for a loved one:
Friday, October 30, 10:00 to 11:00 am
Saturday, October 31, 11:00 to Noon (also Communion Pick-Up)
Sunday, November 1, 9:00 – 10:00 am (before worship service)
All Saints’ Day is November 1 every year, but it is celebrated on the first
Sunday in November.
In the Lutheran Church, we see all Christian believers as saints. We are made saints, or made ‘holy’, by what Jesus
accomplished on the cross. So, we don’t just celebrate people who have died in faith. We use All Saints Day to
remember all Christians, past and present, as holy in God’s eyes. We also take this day to remember friends and family.
For those at home please light a candle in honor of your loved ones.
Commemorating Doris Bucks and Pauline Greiner

CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY – November 22
Christ the King Sunday marks the final Sunday of the church year. It’s the
transition between the season of Pentecost and the beginning of the new
church season – Advent. Before preparing to celebrate Jesus’ birth as a humble
child, we celebrate Christ’s power and majesty as a king like no other.

THANKSGIVING EVE – Wednesday, November 25
ONLINE SERVICE
Giving thanks is an inherent part of worship, and the Thanksgiving Eve worship
service enables us to be especially deliberate and purposeful in expressing our
thanks to our Heavenly Father, who has provided us with such abundance in
our lives.

Bill Calhoon, Pennie Freet, Wendy Hammer (Vice President), Dan Hardy (Secretary), Jeff Keener
(President), Rich Scanlon, Earl Smith, Jessica Writer and Tim Yeingst

NO ANNUAL MEETING THIS YEAR
Next year’s budget will remain the same. Committee reports and
budget, along with financial statements, will be sent out along with
the December Tidings.
FROM THE CORONA VIRUS TASK FORCE (Jeff Keener, Barb Buchmoyer and Bob Hammer):
The corona virus task force makes recommendations to Council regarding current information on when to open the
church for worship, preparing the building for worship and cleaning after worship. At an earlier council meeting, we
discussed the possibility of opening the church for worship on October 25. Wendy had sent a survey to all members who
had a computer and there were about 20 members who would attend in-door worship.
The guidelines for “Resuming Care-filled Worship” state on page 8, that for resuming public gatherings, “a clear
downward trajectory in the cases of Covid 19 must be seen for 2 consecutive weeks.” Unfortunately, we are now seeing
just the opposite. Reported Covid cases in Pennsylvania have seen 1000/day for 12 straight days. Because of this, we will
not be able to have in-door services on Sunday, October 25. The task force will check Covid numbers daily and
recommend to council when the church can be opened for worship.
FROM THE FINANCE COMMITTEE (Dan Hardy, Jeff Keener (Chair), Craig Korte (Treasurer), Audra Spang (Financial
Secretary), Bob Yeingst and Brad Yeingst):
September Income:
Needed Monthly to Meet Budget:

$ 6,107.00
$10,168.00

TREASURER’S REPORT - Account Balances as of 10/1/2020
Account
Bank Accounts
Checking
Savings
Youth Savings
TOTAL Bank Accounts
Cash Accounts
Mutual Fund
TOTAL Cash Accounts
Liability Accounts
Building
Memorial
TOTAL Liability Accounts
OVERALL TOTAL

10/1/2020
Balance
6,287.96
34,341.00
80.00
40,708.96

- 765.00 (8/31/20)

55,263.00
55,263.00

- 1,407.00 (8/31/20)

- 1,958.33
- 9,421.00
- 11,379.33
84,592.63

- 2,222.00 (8/31/20)

10-4-20 Council Meeting in Person and in the Church (Pending Approval)
Pastor Korte opened the meeting with devotions and prayer. In attendance were Pastor, Craig Korte, Wendy
Hammer, Tim Yeingst, Audra Spang, Bill Calhoon, Earl Smith, Jeff Keener, Pennie Freet, and Dan Hardy.
•Previous minutes were approved with the change that no task force met due to no use of the church. Dan made a
motion and Earl 2nd.
•Treasurers report, there was a correction to last month in that Vanco the automated system of giving was entered
twice, a correction was made this month. Our mutual fund was down and an additional $150 was sent to the
Chapman fire fund. Earl made a motion to accept and Dan 2nd.
•Financial secretary report was accepted with a motion by Dan and a 2nd by Earl.
Pastor’s report – there will be a service of Blessing of the animals on 10-11-20 for those interested. A grave side
service for Doris Bucks will be held 10-10-20 at 10:30 a.m.
•Correspondence in – Wendy presented a letter from Ronald McDonald House. Due to corona virus they are
housing families in hotels and are asking for cash donations. Jeff made a motion to send $100 to RMH. Dan 2 nd the
motion. This money will come out of the Social Outreach budget.
•Correspondence out – Dan discussed the Caps to Benches program. We have more caps than are needed and
preparations are being made to deliver caps and pick up a bench. We decided on a 6’ rainbow(multi-color) bench
with a motion by Jeff and a 2nd by Dan. Pennie proposed re-imbursement for gas.
•Worship and Music – the organ is in need of repairs and an estimate of $150/per hour including travel time with a
possible cost of $1800-$2250 was discussed. Jeff will talk to Joe Buchmoyer regarding costs and repairs needed.
Dan made a motion and Tim 2nd.
•Christian Education – No report
•Property – a Pa state inspector can to the church on September 23 rd. our elevator should be inspected annually.
Cost for this inspection and certification was $238. A mower hit the side door of the Sunday School building. Jeff
will discuss options with Steve Miller.
•Finance – No report.
•Social Outreach – Wendy reported problems at Community Aid due to people leaving materials outside of the
boxes and incurring a large disposal bill. We did not have that problem but they will be removing our box. This has
not yet been done. Dan made a motion to accept and Bill 2nd.
•WELCA – the large tree in front of the church was removed and WELCA paid for the removal. Report accepted
with a motion by Bill and a 2nd by ?.
•Cemetery – No Report.
•Old Business – the corona virus task force will be Jeff Keener, Barb Buchmoyer and Bob Hammer. They will be
coordinating an indoor service for October 25th. Who will come? How many will be permitted? Possibly only 25
people. Will we hold 2 services? We prefer not to have seating in the narthex but in the event of overflow this may
be required. Pastor will send out an e-mail informing the congregation asking for a response to attendance. A
number will be needed by this Friday, 10-9-20 in order to make plans. Pre-registration will be asked of the
congregation.
•New Business – Jeff questioned the need for 9 members on council. Our charter specifies no more than 9 people
and will leave it as is.
•Dan made a motion to adjourn and Earl 2nd. The next meeting will be November 1. The meeting was closed with
the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully Submitted, Dan Hardy

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP is currently being
planned and will look much different than the
past. If you are asked to participate in some
small way, please consider responding with an
enthusiastic YES!

WE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS
Sue Baney; Ben Chicoria; Diane Haney; Carol Gingrich; Betty Lighty; Dennis
Martin; Mike Martin; Kelly Morgan; Jody Rice; Doris Savage; Nikki Scolet;
Earl & Mary Lois Smith; Marlene Stehman; Miracle Stough; Bob Walborn;
Kendra Wolfe; Crystal & Aurora Wyant; Bob Yiengst

Grieving – The Family of John Bell (Frank Sonan’s Uncle)
Assisted and Skilled Care – Ellen Gepfer
Others in Need – Kiwira Coal Mine Congregation
First Responders – Abigail Romberger; Brad Yeingst; Dylan Yeingst; Tim
Yeingst
Military – Matthew Buchmoyer; Todd Campbell; Roger Daub; David Martin; Sawyer Mundorf; Townsend Mundorf;
William Rimmler; David Walborn; Andrew Yeingst
To have the Prayer Chain activated for a family member or friend in need of our prayers, please contact:
1. Pastor Cheri at 717.606.8851 to begin the prayer chain.
2. If Pastor Cheri is not available, call Barbara Hardy.
3. If Barbara Hardy is not available, call any other person listed.
Margaret Daub 717.964.3342
Lillian Minney
717.964.5032
Barbara Hardy
717.867.1286
Pennie Freet
717.269.3292
Karen Miller
717.304.7012
Connie Weirich 717.665.6448

Rick Fox & Shaina Kulp (Nov 1); Warren Gingrich
(Nov 2); Lily Kimmel, Talon Speck & Martin Luther
(Nov 10); Daniel Hardy (Nov 12); Carol Brown
(Nov 17); Audra Spang (Nov 18); Douglas Kimmel
(Nov 20); Merin Anderson (Nov 27)

Elwood & Terry Weaber (Nov 3)
Bradley & Beth Yeingst (Nov 7)

FRIDAY ZOOM PRAYER SERVICE
How can we pray for you today? Contact Pastor Cheri or join in at 10:00 for prayer.
Connection: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/855957967
Meeting ID: 855 957 967
No password required

Social Outreach is starting an exciting new ministry. Our committee recently learned that more than 2 million Americans
do not have access to running water. This problem is concentrated in communities of color, lower income people in rural
areas and tribal communities. There is a human rights nonprofit organization, DIGDEEP, working to eliminate this problem.
If you are interested in reading more about the problem and the organization, as well as watching a video segment from
CBS Sunday Morning, you can visit their website at DIGDEEP.ORG. The cost to provide a 1200 gallon water tank, buried
deep to avoid freezing and installation of basic plumbing and a means to heat
water is $4,500. Our goal (with no deadline) is to raise the money to do that.
100% of our money raised will go to this goal; a special group of donors cover
operating expenses.
Our first fundraising event is a walk, bike, or rock(er) event. We want
members of the congregation to get sponsors to donate money for the miles
they will walk or bike or the time they will rock. Of course, you may also
participate by being a sponsor. You may do your activity at any location you
choose and on any date until weather doesn’t suit.
Sponsorship forms will be emailed, mailed and also available in the Narthex at church.
Let’s get started to help bring clean, running water to the families who need it most.

Our Little Bin is Being Removed
We are sorry to report that our bin is going to be removed, probably in the next
few weeks. We had hoped that we would be able to continue our partnership but
unfortunately it is not to be. It is NOTHING that we did, but Community Aid has
exceeded a huge trash bill during Covid and the cost has put a huge drain on their
Philanthropic Funds and they have made many changes on how they manage the
bins. Our bin has been changed to a non-pickup bin and going to be removed.
Thank you all for supporting it and so sorry we are losing it.

Lebanon Shelter No Sew Fleece Blankets
All blankets need to be returned by Sunday, October 25. They will be
blessed on Sunday, November 1.
Thank you to everyone who helped make this ministry so successful!

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF KITS
We extend many, many thanks to the men who on Sunday, October 4,
quickly loaded up 72 Personal Care Kits, 150 School Kits, 12 Fabric Kits
and 24 quilts. On October 8, these kits were taken to St. Mark’s
Lutheran Church in Annville. A truck will transport these kits to the
warehouse in New Windsor, Maryland, for shipping.
We are still in need of $150.00 to pay shipping for the school kits.
Please consider adding funds to the folder in the narthex or filling out
an LWR quilt and kit shipping fund envelope. Thank you. Despite
Covid-19, you did a great job!!

IT’S CHRISTMAS STOCKING TIME!!
The Christmas Stocking Project was initiated in 1951 by the Department of Church Women
of the Pennsylvania Council of Churches. Today these remembrances are actually a token
evidence of the continuing concerns of the Christian churches in the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania for nursing residents. All the health facilities are located in Lebanon County,
except Wernersville and Hamburg.
Pick up an empty stocking and fill it with items listed. Please
only take a stocking if you are able to fill it. Include at least 5
items in each stocking.

Consider small sizes in order that at least 5 items can be put in each stocking
Items should be for men or women Please include just items listed, so
stockings will be more uniform
 Toothpaste  Toothbrush  Large Comb  Deodorant  Chap Stick  Hand
or Body Lotion  Individual Kleenex Packages  Emory Boards (NO Nail Clippers)
 NO Mouthwash, Glass Containers or Body Wash



Stockings Need to be at Church by Sunday, November 22.
They will be blessed on Sunday, November 29.



FROM THE LEBANON LUTHERAN MISSION TRIP PLANNING COMMITTEE
Friedens Lutheran Church, Myerstown
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Lebanon
St. James Lutheran Church, Lebanon
Trinity Lutheran Church, Colebrook
Zion Lutheran Church, Jonestown

Covid-19 has hit us hard. Faced with the uncertainty in the many aspects of planning Mission trips,
the Planning Committee has made the difficult decision that there will not be a trip for the summer
of 2021. This also means that there will not be any fundraising this year.
The Committee will be sending a donation of $5,000 (a portion of funds accumulated from past
fundraisers) to Lutheran Disaster Response, the new name for Lutheran Disaster Relief.
We are still an active committee and have every intention of bouncing back in whatever form this
may take. We whole-heartedly thank everyone for their faithful support over past years.
We encourage anyone who would like to do some volunteer work on their own with agencies we
have helped recently to contact them directly.
Camp Kirchenwald
phone number (717) 964-3121; website: www.lutherancamping.org
Lancaster Lebanon Habitat for Humanity
phone number (717) 392-8836; website: www.lancasterlebanonhabitat.org
Also, the Lower Susquehanna Synod has a Disaster Response Network. This is for any and all kinds of
disasters from trees falling on houses to flooding, fires and anything else where people would need
assistance quickly. If this sounds like something you would be interested in helping with, the contact
person is: Rev. Glenn A. Beard Jr., Coordinator, Lower Susquehanna Synod, Lutheran Disaster
Response Network. His email is: GBeard@luthercare.org.
If you would like more information or have questions, contact Bill Calhoon.

Prayer Shawl and Quilt Ministry…
Will be meeting on Sunday, November 15, from 1:00-3:00 pm. Masks will be
required. Everyone is welcome.

Renie Sanders’
Email address has been changed to sandersirene41@gmail.com

We understand that you may be already supporting the food banks financially or with food donations and for
that we are sincerely grateful. But we have not asked since April and thought we would send out a little
reminder that our local Food Banks continue to serve their communities and continue to need our support.
We have included their addresses if you would like to support them financially or check out the list of needs
and drop them off at church; the box will be located right inside the door in the narthex.
Caring Cupboard, 131 North Railroad St, Palmyra PA 17078
Lebanon Rescue Mission, PO Box 5, Lebanon, PA 17042
Manheim Food Bank, Salem United Methodist Church, 140 N Penn Street, Manheim PA 17545
Hamburger Helper, Canned Spaghetti w/meatballs, vegetable beef soup, macaroni,
Saltines, canned pineapples
Thank you so much for your help! Social Outreach Ministry Team

CARING & SHARING
(Shared by Barbara Hardy)

Real Thanksgiving
- Helen Steiner Rice

Thank you, GOD for everything
I’ve experienced here on earth.
Thank you for protecting me
from the moment of my birth

The joyous gift of “feeling”
the soul’s soft whispering voice
That speaks to me from deep within
and makes my heart rejoice.

And, Thank You for the beauty
around me everywhere,
The gentle rain and glistening dew,
the sunshine and the air.

Oh, GOD, no words are great enough
to thank You for just living,
And that is why everyday
is a day for real Thanksgiving.

TIDINGS INFORMATION & ARTICLES
December 2020 Tidings Deadline
Sunday, November 15

Items can be emailed to grannycalhoon@gmail.com or sent to Diane Calhoon,
Westwood 2J, PO Box 125, Cornwall, PA 17016-0125.

